It is becoming that the gathering of the nations in this wonderfully energetic metropolis, in this memorable year for America, should be taken advantage of for the holding of an Exposition of Dentistry, of all countries, in all branches, scientific and practical, as it exists to day.
The origin of the Congress dates from action taken three years ago by the two governing dental societies of the country?action which anticipated, I believe, the organization of the World's Congress Auxiliary with its high aims and broad plans. We were happy to ally ourselves with this Auxiliary; and so participate in the successful administration of its high educational result. While our autonomy has been preserved, we are proud to be one of the many Congresses held under its auspices for the good of society.
The two societies jointly created a trust, by the appointment of a General Executive Committee, and agreed "that any action that this committee may take shall be final and binding."
The only instruction to the committee in what might be called its charter was "to take such action as in its judgment it may deem best for creating an organization for the purpose of holding a dental meeting in Chicago in 1893, which the reputable dentists throughout the world shall be invited to attend."
It was understood that this organization should be suigeneris, complete in itself without continued corporate existence. The committee accepted the trust as a great and responsible one, and has worked assiduously to justify the confidence reposed in it. It has ever endeavored to do the best thing and to be just to all. The committee understood that the primal and fundamental object was to hold a dental meeting so broad and catholic in spirit and policy that it should be essentially inclusive of everything good and exclusive of none, to the end that all creeds may be heard and the truth through a multitude of counsel be evolved.
In accordance with this conception the invitation to membership was so broad as to include every dentist in the world who was considered respectable and honorable. The only conditions were that he be a legal practitioner in his country and carry on his practice in accordance with recognized ethical principles. The dentist ot affluence whose clientele is most aristocratic has no more right here than the humblest of those who honor our vocation by good work in the remotest country village.
Perhaps of no other profession of equal altitude and amplitude can it be said, as of dentisrty, that its evolution is embraced within the span of one human life.
There are men living to day, still active and officers of this Congress, who The men who knew him, saw him operate, were taught by him, and were successful in following his methods, were wont to call the disease after his name. This was not correct, we know, for he originated only a treatment and did not describe a disease; but the fact remains, and there are enough living to testify to it, that as a result of his life and efforts, of the seed which he planted, a dire disease has been robbed of its terrors, the profession has been stimulated throughout the world to study its etiology and progress, and the premature loss of teeth from this disease is no longer considered providential or respectable.
While operative dentistry has continued to ride constantly upon a flood-tide of progress and improvement, prosthetic dentistry has had its ebbs and floods. Sixty years ago the great mass of the profession were unskilled sults that it shall be a mile-stone in the march of dental professional progress.
